
HOW DOES VANS CUSTOM CULTURE WORK? 
In order to compete in our competition, an art teacher or school administrator needs to register the high 
school on vans.com/customculture between January 10th, 2022-February 4th, 2022. See the full rules for 
exact times registration will be open. Once your school is registered, Vans will pick 250 schools to compete. 
If your school is notified that you have been selected to participate in the competition, a box of 2 pairs of 
shoes will be sent to your school. Your students will need to design both pairs of shoes around our com-
petition themes: Hometown Pride and Van D(IY)oren Legacy (one theme per pair). During the submission 
period, you will upload images of your completed designs (this can be a .jpeg of multiple angles of the 
shoes) and your impact document to be voted by an internal panel. Once Vans has narrowed down the Top 
50 entries, there will be a public vote to determine the 5 finalists.

WHAT IS AN IMPACT DOCUMENT?
An impact document outlines how your students, school and/or community will be impacted by winning the 
$50,000 for your art program. This should be completed by the teacher, with influence from the students, 
administration, and community members. You should also include how many students were involved with 
each of their class rank as well as if you’ve created a sustainable shoe for “Hometown Pride” for Vans judg-
es to note. Please note what the financial needs are you’re your school and your art program currently.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE?
Vans Custom Culture is open to any public or private high schools in the US (excluding Puerto Rico). At this 
time, no middle, elementary, colleges or home schools are eligible to complete.

I ’M A PARENT/STUDENT AND MY CHILD/I  WANT TO COMPETE; HOW CAN THEY/I  DO THIS? 
Our competition is only open to art classes within a public or private high school. If you are interested in 
competing, please bring our competition to your art teacher’s attention to have them gain permission from 
their principal/district in order to register your school. 

WE HAVE MULTIPLE ART DISCIPLINES WITHIN OUR HIGH SCHOOL; CAN MULTIPLE 
CL ASSES PARTICIPATE?
Only one registration per school is accepted. If you have multiple students interested in participating, you 
can a) have a Custom Culture Team that contains students from multiple classes, or b) divide the pairs of 
shoes up between the disciplines. Only complete submissions (both pairs of shoes reflecting both themes 
and an impact document) will be accepted. 

FAQ



I  HAVE ONE STUDENT WHO IS INTERESTED IN COMPETING, CAN THEY PARTICIPATE?
WHAT IS THE MINIMUM/MA XIMUM NUMBER OF STUDENTS WHO CAN PARTICIPATE? 
We encourage group participation, with teams of up to 20 students. This allows for the students to collabo-
rate on design, work to each student’s strengths and manage their time in completing their submissions by 
the deadline. Also, as part of the public vote, students are encouraged to “campaign” in their community to 
earn more votes for their design. This is best accomplished in a larger group than on an individual basis. 

WHAT IS MY SCHOOL’S TITLE?
If you do not know the title of your school, please reach out to your principal to get you status. If you are a 
private school/cannot find out what your title is, select “N/A”.

WHAT IS DIFFERENT THAN PREVIOUS YEARS? 
Registration is open to all public and private high schools in the US, however it will not be first come, first 
served registration. Registration will be an application process with fill in the blank and dropdown selection 
questions. Vans will choose 250 schools to compete, each school chosen will receive 2 pairs of shoes to 
designs, schools will be tasked with designing around the themes Hometown Pride and Van D(IY)oren Lega-
cy. Schools will also need to complete the impact document to be a complete submission (see Question 2). 
The Top 5 schools will receive prizes, including a Grand Prize of $50,000 for the school’s art program and a 
visit from the Vans team to your school. Runner up schools will receive $15,000 each. 

DOES OUR SCHOOL HAVE TO HAVE A SUSTAINABLY MADE SHOE?
No, your school does not. This challenge is an extra incentive to have the students to create a shoe design 
with already owned materials/art products. If the teacher and students decide to submit a sustainably 
made shoe their school can win an additional $500 Yoobi gift card as well as Vans will donate $500 per 
school to a sustainable organization. The sustainability challenge should executed on the “Hometown 
Pride” shoe design, and made clear that you participated in this challenge in the Impact Document you will 
need to submit.

I  AM HAVING TROUBLE ACCESSING THE WEBSITE.  WHAT CAN I  DO? 
We’ve found the greatest success in accessing our site comes when using Google Chrome or Firefox. We 
tend to see more issues when using other internet applications. 

WHEN I  TRY TO REGISTER, IT SAYS I  HAVE ALREADY REGISTERED, WHY IS THIS? 
Since Vans can only accept one registration per school, it may not have been you to register, but another 
administrator from your school who has registered. Once a school name is entered for registration, any 
following registrations are not accepted. You can email customculture@vans.com to see who has registered 
your school. 



I  REGISTERED AND FOUND OUT MY SCHOOL WON’T LET US PARTICIPATE. CAN WE UN-
REGISTER? 
We encourage all teachers and administrators to gain permission for our competition before registration 
begins. If you need to “un-register”, we can remove you from the list, however we’d need to know before 
registration closes in order to keep the spot available for other schools. You can email customculture@
vans.com to un-register your school.

WHAT SUPPLIES CAN WE USE IN OUR DESIGN? 
Any and all artistic mediums are welcome to be used in your design. The shoes DO NOT need to be weara-
ble in your final design. Teachers from the chosen 250 schools will be given a Yoobi gift card to help pur-
chase supplies the students can use to create their designs. If your students would like, Vans has an extra 
challenge to create their Hometown Pride shoe with sustainable products (see question 8 for more details) 
– if submitted with sustainable products their school can win an additional $500 Yoobi gift card as well as 
Vans will donate $500 per school to a sustainable organization. 

WHAT IS A COMPLETE SUBMISSION? 
In order to be a complete submission, both pairs of shoes need to be completed, as well as the impact 
document. Schools will need to upload 3 photos (1 photo of the Hometown Pride shoes, 1 photo of the Van 
D(IY)oren Legacy shoes, 1 photo of both pairs of shoes together) and the completed impact document. 
These submissions must be uploaded before the end date and time of the submission period. Submissions 
close on March 7th, 2022 at 5PM PST.

HOW DOES VOTING WORK? 
After Vans receives all submissions by the deadline, the shoes are screened to ensure they meet our guide-
lines. Then, we have our first round of voting with our internal teams who determine the Top 50 and then 
posted to our website for the public to vote on. The public votes and the internal votes are weighted and 
that will determine which 5 schools will be in our Top 5 to receive funding for their art programs. 

WHAT DO WE DO WITH THE SHOES IF OUR SCHOOL DOESN’T ADVANCE TO THE TOP 5? 
Your school is free to keep the shoes you’ve designed for Vans Custom Culture. We hope you are able to 
display your designs at your school or within your local community to give your students recognition for their 
hard work. 

WHY ARE THE PRIZING TIERS DIFFERENT FROM PAST YEARS?
Vans wanted to make sure the 4 runner-up schools got more prize money to be able to dedicate to their 
art departments. The grand prize school will now receive $50,000 and the four runner-up schools will be 
receiving $15,000 each.

MORE QUESTIONS? 
Be sure to review the rules. If you still have questions, email us at customculture@vans.com


